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OptumRxTM Specialty Pharmacy provides patients with 
comprehensive and coordinated delivery and support services 
related to high-cost oral or injectable medications, which are  
used to treat complex chronic conditions. 

We are your single source for high-touch patient care 
management to control side effects, patient support and 
education to ensure compliance or continued treatment analysis, 
and specialized handling and distribution of medications directly 
to the patient or care provider. Specialty medications may be 
covered under either the medical or pharmacy benefit.
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Characteristics of Specialty Medications

“Specialty” medications are defined as high-cost oral or injectable medications 
used to treat complex chronic conditions. These are highly complex 
medications, typically biology-based, that structurally mimic compounds found 
within the body. High-touch patient care management is usually required 
to control side effects and ensure compliance. Specialized handling and 
distribution are also necessary to ensure appropriate medication administration. 
Medications must have at least one of the following characteristics in order  
to be classified as a specialty medication by OptumRx.  

High Cost
•  High-cost medications are typically priced at more than  

$1,000 per 30-day supply; including self-administered  
injectables, professionally-administered† injectables/infusions, 
and oral medications

High Complexity
•  Biotechnology products‡

•  Orphan or Ultra-Orphan drugs

•  Medications that are included in a specialty therapeutic drug class strategy

High Touch
•  Medications that require temperature control or other special  

handling/shipping requirements (i.e., refrigerated or frozen shipping)

•  Medications that require ongoing drug management by a pharmacist  
and/or physician specializing in treating the member’s condition

•  Medications that require focused, in-depth member education,  
compliance monitoring, side effect management and, often,  
injection technique education

†  Administered by a healthcare professional or in a healthcare setting

‡ Protein or protein-based molecular entities
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Anemia 

ARANESP♦ 
EPOGEN 
PROCRIT♦

Anticoagulants

ARIXTRA 
ENOXAPARIN 
FRAGMIN 
INNOHEP 
LOVENOX

Antipsychotics

INVEGA SUSTENNA  
RELPREVV  
ZYPREXA 

Asthma 

XOLAIR

Cancer/Chemotherapy

ABRAXANE 
ADRIAMYCIN 
ADRUCIL 
AFINITOR 
ALIMTA 
ALKERAN 
ARRANON 
ARZERRA 
AVASTIN 
BEXXAR 
BICNU 
BLEOMYCIN SULFATE| 
BUSULFEX 
CAMPATH 
CAMPTOSAR 
CARBOPLATIN 
CERUBIDINE 

CERVARIX 
CISPLATIN 
CLOLAR 
COSMEGEN 
CYCLOPHOSPHAMIDE 
CYTARABINE 
DACARBAZINE 
DACOGEN  
DAUNORUBICIN 
DAUNOXOME 
DOCETAXEL 
DOXIL 
DOXORUBICIN HCL 
ELLENCE 
ELOXATIN 
ELSPAR 
EPIRUBICIN 
ERBITUX 
ETHYOL 
ETOPOPHOS 
ETOPOSIDE 
FASLODEX 
FLUDARA 
FLUDARABINE 
FLUOROURACIL 
FOLOTYN 
FUDR 
FUSILEV 
GEMCITABINE 
GEMZAR 
GLEEVEC* 
HALAVEN 
HERCEPTIN 
HYCAMTIN 
IDAMYCIN PFS 
IDARUBICIN HCL 
IFEX 
IFOSFAMIDE 
INLYTA 
IRESSA 
ISTODAX 
IXEMPRA 
JEVTANA 

LEUSTATIN 
MESNA 
MESNEX 
MITOMYCIN 
MOZOBIL 
MUSTARGEN 
NAVELBINE 
NEXAVAR* 
NIPENT 
NOVANTRONE 
OFORTA 
ONCASPAR 
ONTAK 
OXALIPLATIN 
PACLITAXEL 
PHOTOFRIN 
PROLEUKIN 
REVLIMID 
RITUXAN 
SPRYCEL 
SUTENT 
TABLOID 
TARCEVA 
TASIGNA 
TAXOTERE 
TEMODAR* 
THALOMID 
THIOTEPA 
TICE BCG 
TOPOSAR 
TOPOTECAN 
TORISEL 
TREANDA 
TRETINOIN* 
TRISENOX 
TYKERB* 

*  Formulary specialty oral 
medications

♦ Preferred Status
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VANTAS 
VECTIBIX 
VELCADE 
VESANOID 
VIDAZA 
VINBLASTINE SULFATE 
VINCASAR PFS 
VINCRISTINE SULFATE 
VINORELBINE TARTRATE 
VOTRIENT  
VUMON 
XELODA* 
XGEVA 
ZANOSAR 
ZELBORAF  
ZINECARD 
ZOLADEX♦ 
ZOLINZA 
ZYTIGA

Crohn’s Disease 

CIMZIA♦ 
HUMIRA♦ 
REMICADE♦ 
TYSABRI

Cystic Fibrosis

PULMOZYME 
TOBI

Cytomegalovirus Vaccines

CYTOGAM

Dystonia 

BOTOX 
DYSPORT 
MYOBLOC

Endocrine and  
Metabolic Agents

EGRIFTA  
OCTREOTIDE 
SANDOSTATIN 
SANDOSTATIN LAR 
SOMATULINE

Enzyme Replacement (Alpha 1)

ADAGEN 
ALDURAZYME 
ARALAST 
FABRAZYME 
KUVAN 
MYOZYME 
NAGLAZYME 
ORFADIN 
PROLASTIN 
ZEMAIRA

Gaucher Disease

CEREDASE 
CEREZYME 
VPRIV 
ZAVESCA

Growth Hormone and Related 
Disorders

GENOTROPIN 
HUMATROPE 
INCRELEX 
NORDITROPIN 
NORDITROPIN NORDIFLEX 
NUTROPIN♦ 
NUTROPIN AQ♦ 
OMNITROPE 
SAIZEN♦ 
SEROSTIM 
SOMAVERT

TEV-TROPIN♦ 
ZORBTIVE

Hemophilia and  
Related Bleeding Disorders 

ADVATE 
ALPHANATE 
ALPHANINE  S/D 
BEBULIN VH 
BENEFIX 
CORIFACT 
FEIBA NF 
HELIXATE FS 
HEMOFIL-M 
HUMATE-P 
KOATE-DVI 
KOGENATE FS 
MONOCLATE-P 
MONONINE 
NOVOSEVEN RT 
PROFILNINE S/D 
RECOMBINATE 
REFACTO 
RIASTAP 
WILATE 
XYNTHA

Hepatitis B

BARACLUDE* 
EPIVIR HBV* 
HEPSERA* 
TYZEKA 
VIREAD*

Hepatitis C 

ACTIMMUNE 
ALFERON N 
COPEGUS 
INCIVEK*
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medications
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INFERGEN 
INTRON A 
PEG INTRON 
PEGASYS♦ 
REBETOL 
RIBATAB* 
RIBAPAK TABLETS KIT* 
RIBASPHERE* 
RIBAVIRIN* 
VICTRELIS

HIV/AIDS

APTIVUS* 
ATRIPLA* 
COMBIVIR 
COMPLERA* 
CRIXIVAN* 
DIDANOSINE* 
EDURANT* 
EMTRIVA* 
EPIVIR* 
EPZICOM* 
FUZEON 
INTELENCE* 
INVIRASE* 
ISENTRESS* 
KALETRA* 
LAMIVUDINE* 
LAMIVUDINE/ ZIDOVUDINE* 
LEXIVA* 
NORVIR* 
PREZISTA* 
RESCRIPTOR* 
RETROVIR 
REYATAZ* 
SELZENTRY* 
STAVUDINE* 
SUSTIVA* 
TRIZIVIR* 
TRUVADA* 
VIDEX*

VIDEX EC 
VIRACEPT* 
VIRAMUNE* 
VIREAD* 
XIRAMUNE XR* 
ZERIT* 
ZIAGEN* 
ZIDOVUDINE*

Hormone Therapy

ELIGARD 
FIRMAGON 
LEUPROLIDE 
LUPRON 
LUPRON DEPOT 
LUPRON DEPOT-PED 
TRELSTAR DEPOT 
TRELSTAR LA

Hormone Therapy — 
Corticotropin

ACTHAR H.P. 
CORTROSYN

Hunter’s Syndrome

ELAPRASE

Hyperparathyroidism 

SENSIPAR 
ZEMPLAR*

Immune Deficiency 

CARIMUNE NF 
FLEBOGAMMA 
GAMASTAN S/D 
GAMMAGARD 
GAMMAGARD SD 
GAMUNEX

HIZENTRA 
VIVAGLOBIN

Immune Globulins — Obstetrics

RHOGAM PLUS 
RHOPHYLAC 
WINRHO SDF

Immunosuppressant — 
Transplant

ATGAM  
CELLCEPT* 
CELLCEPT IV 
CYCLOSPORINE* 
GENGRAF* 
MYCOPHENOLATE* 
MYFORTIC 
NEORAL 
NULOJIX 
PROGRAF 
RAPAMUNE 
SANDIMMUNE* 
TACROLIMUS 
ZENAPAX 
ZORTRESS

Infertility 

BRAVELLE 
CETROTIDE 
CHORIONIC GONADOTROPIN 
FOLLISTIM AQ♦ 
GANIRELIX 
GONAL-F 
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GONAL-F RFF 
LUVERIS 
MENOPUR 
NOVAREL 
OVIDREL 
PREGNYL♦ 
REPRONEX

Iron Overload 

EXJADE

Miscellaneous

ARCALYST 
BENLYSTA 
ILARIS 
KEPIVANCE 
SAMSCA 
SOLIRIS 
THYROGEN 
VIVITROL 
XIAFLEX

Multiple Sclerosis 

AMPYRA 
AVONEX♦ 
BETASERON 
COPAXONE♦ 
EXTAVIA 
GILENYA 
NOVANTRONE 
REBIF♦ 
TYSABRI

Nausea

ALOXI 
ANZEMET 
EMEND 
KYTRIL

Neuromuscular  
Blocking Agent 

XEOMIN

Neutropenia 

LEUKINE 
NEULASTA♦ 
NEUPOGEN♦

Ophthalmic 

LUCENTIS 
MACUGEN 
OZURDEX 
VISUDYNE

Osteoarthritis 

EUFLEXXA♦ 
HYALGAN 
ORTHOVISC♦ 
PROLIA  
SUPARTZ 
SYNVISC♦ 
SYNVISC-ONE♦

Osteoporosis and  
Bone Disorders 

AREDIA 
BONIVA 
FORTEO 
MIACALCIN 
PAMIDRONATE DISODIUM 
RECLAST 
ZOMETA

Pain Management 

PRIALT 
QUTENZA

Parkinson Disease

APOKYN

Psoriasis

AMEVIVE 
ENBREL♦ 
HUMIRA♦ 
REMICADE♦ 
STELARA

Pulmonary Hypertension 

ADCIRCA 
FLOLAN 
LETAIRIS* 
REMODULIN 
REVATIO 
TRACLEER* 
TYVASO 
VENTAVIS

Respiratory Syncytial  
Virus (RSV) 

SYNAGIS



7

*  Formulary specialty oral 
medications

♦ Preferred Status

Rheumatic Diseases

ACTEMRA 
CIMZIA♦ 
ENBREL♦ 
HUMIRA♦ 
KINERET 
ORENCIA 
RITUXAN 
SIMPONI♦

Thrombolytic 

ACTIVASE

Thrombocytopenia

NEUMEGA 
NPLATE 
PROMACTA



About OptumRx

OptumRx specializes in the delivery, clinical management and affordability 
of prescription medications and consumer health products. Our high-quality, 
integrated services deliver optimal member outcomes, superior savings and 
outstanding customer service. We are an OptumTM company — a leading 
provider of integrated health services. Learn more at www.optum.com.

To learn more about OptumRx and to discuss potential pharmacy benefit 
savings, please call us at 1-877-309-5345 or visit www.optumrx.com.

1-877-309-5345  |  www.optumrx.com

2300 Main Street, Irvine, CA 92614

All OptumTM trademarks and logos are owned by Optum, Inc. All other brand or product names are trademarks  
or registered marks of their respective owners. 
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